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Last Friday, our ESADE-Georgetown program took us to a conference hosted by the Prince and 

Princess of Spain called Forum Impulsa. Prior to the conference, we were told we would hear 

from a variety of entrepreneurs in a variety of languages. Considering it was going to be a 14-

hour day and I’m monolingual, I expected my conference to consist more of “zzzzzzz...”s than 

“ahhhh!!!”s, but I was pleasantly surprised. In fact, the Forum Impulsa was one of the best days I 

have spent in Spain so far. What made it so great, you ask? 

 

The Prince. As some may know, the Prince of Spain, Felipe Alfonso de Todos los Santos, is 

actually a Hoya himself. He received his Masters from the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign 

Service. As a true Hoya, he spoke eloquently about his optimism for youth entrepreneurship, the 

focus of the Forum Impulsa. He expressed his confidence in our generation to reduce youth 

unemployment through collaboration and entrepreneurship. However, the best part was when we 

got to meet him! Despite the obvious star-struck expressions on our faces, he was still so 

personable as he took the time to shake all of our hands and take a picture.  

 

The Entrepreneurs. Although some speakers presented in Catalan and Spanish, the conference 

gave headphones to the attendees for translations. They covered everything from commercial 

space travel to bringing books to underprivileged children around the world. It was inspiring, 

educating and entertaining. Before the conference, I thought that the speakers would be very 

irrelevant to our situation given our age, but then I realized that it was 100% applicable because 

of our age. I recognized that we are the rising generation with new ideas and it is our 

responsibility to actualize our creativity to make a difference no matter how big or small. One of 

most eye-opening speakers was Ryan Hreljac who created a non-profit to bring water to villages 

in Africa. He began his mission at age 6!  

 

The David Karp. For those who may not know, David Karp is the founder and CEO of Tumblr. 

Those who have met me, know I am one of the biggest tumblr-fanatics out there, so to meet 

David Karp was unbelievable. First of all, his talk was incredibly influential. Mark Zuckerberg 

once said to him “Don’t give up on being clever”, and David never did. He started his company 

from a “selfish” idea and evolved it into a Top 20 website entirely due to his passion for 

programming. During the break, I was able to talk to him more about the business side of 

Tumblr. Talking to someone as humble as David Karp instilled in me confidence in my ideas and 

myself.  

 

Someone once told me opportunity is when preparation meets luck. As such, attending the 

Forum Impulsa is one of the best networking opportunities a person can have. While influential 

people come to the Georgetown campus all the time, we rarely get the chance to talk to them 

one-on-one like we could at the conference. All of the entrepreneurs had reached such high 

altitudes of success, yet they were also all extremely down to Earth. I am by no means an expert 

on networking, but the atmosphere at the Forum Impulsa made it so comfortable to approach 

everyone from the Prince of Spain to David Karp.  
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