
First Year Seminar Program
International Business, Public Policy, and Society 



JASON BRENNAN, PH.D.

This seminar invites students to 
-

-

to encourage entrepreneurship in a 

of the moral challenges entrepre-

Students learn how entrepreneurs 
are the main agents of change in 

confront the responsibilities that 
come with being such agents. 

SELECTED READINGS

Jason Brennan & David 
A Brief History 

of Liberty
G. A. Cohen, Why Not Socialism?
Tyler Cowen, 

The Great Stagnation 
Hernando de Soto, 

The Mystery of Capital
How Markets 

Work: Disequilibrium, 
Entrepreneurship,
and Discovery

Jack Miller, Simply Success: 
How to Start, Build, and Grow 
a Multimillion Dollar Business

Deirdre McCloskey, Bourgeois
Dignity: Why Economics Can’t 
Explain the Modern World

Russell Roberts, The Price 
of Everything

Martha Stewart, 
The Martha Rules*Seminar options and the case competition 

partner are subject to change. 

The First Year Seminar (FYS) Program is an 

McDonough School of Business to investigate the 

foundational knowledge, substantive intellectual 



Foundations in Strategic Thought
ARTHUR DONG, J.D.

This seminar examines the theory 
and practice of a “grand strategy” in 
a historical as well as contemporary 

as the calculated relation of means 
to larger ends. The seminar focuses 
on how parts of a strategy relate to 
the success of an endeavor and may 
be applied to the objectives of an 

Readings are drawn from a diverse 

over two-and-a-half millennia. From 

students will extract a set of practical 
principles useful in any future leader-
ship role.

This seminar considers the ideas and 
institutions that were central to the 
development of business enterprise as 

that led sports leagues to become 
important in these economies. Students 

its current dominant role in the world 

entertainment industry in the middle 
-

logical and economic factors that 
determined the timing and nature of 

of the course analyze the growth 
and evolution of professional sports 
leagues and examine the opportunities 
and challenges confronting these 
organizations in contemporary times.

SELECTED READINGS

Thomas Hobbes, The Leviathan
Donald Kagan, 

The Peloponnesian War
Geoffrey Parker, The Grand 

Strategy of Philip II
Polybius, The Rise of the 

Roman Empire
Pietra Rivoli, The Travels of a 

T-Shirt in the Global Economy
The Art of War

Fareed Zakaria, The Post-
American World

GEORGE DALY, PH.D.

SELECTED READINGS

Daron Acemoglu & James 
Robinson, Why Nations Fail 

Michael Haupert, The
Entertainment Industry

Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels, 
The Communist Manifesto 

John Micklethwait & Adrian 
Woolridge, The Company

Robert Peterson, Pigskin
Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the 

Nature and Causes of The 
Wealth of Nations

Matthew Taylor, 
The Association Game

John Thorn, Baseball in the 
Garden of Eden

Max Weber, The Protestant 
Ethic and the Spirit 
of Capitalism



RICARDO ERNST, PH.D.

The Miracle of Markets?
JOHN MAYO, PH.D.

This seminar examines the impact 
globalization has generated on global 
trade and what companies need to 

-

barriers of time and space between 

“new” globalized world requires a 

about management in a global world 
with fresh approaches. Students will 
analyze different approaches for coor-

This seminar focuses on the potential 

to push economic well-being forward 
or are sowing the seeds of society’s 
demise. Discussions will explore: 

societies sought to overcome these? 

change overcome our economic 
challenges? Do different institutional 

and capitalism become central to 
modern economic life? Under what 

how should (and do) different soci-

addresses issues of profound impor-

by engaging students in these issues 
through the use of modern economic 
tensions and examples.

and strategic partners in a company’s 
global supply chain and strategies 
for aligning the incentives of the dif-
ferent players throughout the supply 
chain to develop successful collab-
orative relationships.

SELECTED READINGS

Victor K. Fung, William K. 
Fung, Yoram (Jerry) Wind, 

Competing in a Flat World: 
Building Enterprises for a 
Borderless World

Pietra Rivoli, The Travels of a 
T-Shirt in the Global Economy

Robert Guest, Borderless
Economics: Chinese Sea 
Turtles, Indian Fridges 
and the New Fruits of 
Global Capitalism

SELECTED READINGS

Ronald Coase, The Problem of 
Social Cost

Robert Heilbroner, The Worldly 
Philosophers: The Lives, 
Times, and Ideas of the Great 
Economic Thinkers

Douglas Irwin, Free Trade 
Under Fire

John Roberts, The Modern Firm: 
Organizational Design for 
Performance and Growth

Russell Roberts, The Price 
of Everything: A Parable of 
Possibility and Prosperity

Joel Waldfogel, Scroogenomics:
Why You Shouldn’t Buy 
Presents for the Holidays



Patterns of Global Commerce
CHARLES J. SKUBA, MBA

This seminar examines the evolution 
of commerce between nations from 

will focus on the dynamics of trade in 

explore historical dimensions and 
different current viewpoints regarding 

-

trade-offs exist between economic 

open to trade and still “protect” their 

The readings and discussions provide 

students with an understanding of 
how critical issues in commerce have 
evolved over time to confront the 
global business community today.

SELECTED READINGS

William J. Bernstein, A Splendid 
Exchange: How Trade Shaped 
the World

Henry Hobhouse, selections from 
Seeds of Wealth: Five Plants 
That Made Men Rich

Henry Hobhouse, selections from 
Seeds of Change: Six Plants 
That Transformed Mankind

Douglas Irwin, Against the Tide
J. Bradford Jensen, Global Trade 

in Services: Fear, Facts, and 
Offshoring

Pietra Rivoli, The Travels of a 
T-Shirt in the Global Economy

Markets, Businesses, and 
Governments in a Global Economy
DENNIS QUINN, PH.D.

conceptual foundations of the relation-

U.S. and abroad. Students examine 
the balance between democracy and 

developed and expressed in democratic 
-

tions shape business strategies. Among 

legislators’ agendas shape regulations? 

oppose various forms of regulation? 

economic performance? The read-
ings and cases come from historical 
and contemporary sources and will 

SELECTED READINGS

David Dollar, “Globalization,
Poverty, and Inequality since 
1980,” World Bank Research 
Observer 2005

Charles E. Lindblom, 
Politics and Markets

J. S. Mill, selections from
On Liberty

Michael Porter, The Competitive 
Advantage of Nations

Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the 
Nature and Causes of The 
Wealth of Nations 

Max Weber, selections from
The Protestant Ethic and the 
Spirit of Capitalism



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Liberal arts focus
Jesuit ideals
Case competition
Regular interaction with business faculty
Small classroom setting
Lecture series
Exposure to key ideas in business
Strong peer networks

SEVEN SEMINARS
The Ethics of Entrepreneurship
Grand Strategy: Conceptual Foundations 
in Strategic Thought
Ideas, Institutions, and the Evolution of Business 
Enterprise: The Case of Professional Sports Leagues
Competing in a Flat World
The Miracle of Markets?
Markets, Businesses, and Governments 
in a Global Economy
Patterns of Global Commerce

HOW TO GET MORE INFORMATION
Visit our Web page and click on the Facebook 
icon: http://msb.georgetown.edu/prospective/
undergraduate/curriculum

HOW TO APPLY
Register for one of the seven First Year Seminars 
following the guidelines in the pre-registration packet.

Matthew Paras and Shilpa Chandran, 
two students from the winning team, 
present their solution for the 2011 



First Year 
Seminar Program

Founded in 2007 by former Senate Majority Leaders Howard Baker, 
Tom Daschle, Bob Dole, and George Mitchell, the Bipartisan Policy 

solutions through rigorous analysis, reasoned negotiation, and 
respectful dialogue. Currently focused on health, energy, national 
and homeland security, transportation, the economy, housing, and 
governance, BPC combines politically balanced policymaking with 
strong, proactive advocacy and outreach.

Through the Bipartisan Policy 
Center Advocacy Network 

center engages in advocacy 
and strategic outreach and 
education and supports efforts 
that bring Congressional 
Republicans and Democrats 

facing the country.

FYS Lecture Series
Students in the FYS Program will meet several times during the 
semester to hear lectures by members of the world-class faculty 
at Georgetown’s McDonough School of Business, who will 

The Washington Post’s Jonathan Capehart, Representative Chris Shays, 
Porter Novelli’s Kiki McLean, author John Avlon, and former Agriculture 
Secretary and BPC Senior Fellow Dan Glickman discuss the “Missing 
Middle” in American politics at a BPC Bridge-Builder Breakfast.



Co-directors of the 
First Year Seminar Program: 
Robin L. Dillon-Merrill
Associate Professor
McDonough School of Business
Georgetown University

Patricia J. Louison
Senior Assistant Dean

McDonough School of Business
Georgetown University

For more information on the First Year 
Seminar Program, please contact:

msbfys@georgetown.edu
http://msb.georgetown.edu/prospective/

undergraduate/curriculum

First Year Seminar 
Facebook page.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM
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